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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [15] 17. the limiting comprising 
the perimeter surface of the washer rolling on the portion of the liner between the channels 
upon contact with the portion of the liner between the chamiels when the cutting tool is 
moved in the channel cutting direction. 



17. Th e m oll i u d of cbim 1 5 , A mnthnd of nittin p channels in a liner of a rocket 
..nn,h„stion c-'^-^^r . n^clcet enrino r^o'r.^. the method comprising: 

u... . .h.nne1 direction at a cuttin gdcEthA a <^^itting tool, the 

t.o1 .on^nrisi- r " P"^- "^-^^^^"^ ^"^^"^ ^""^ ^""^ comprising at 

,,,,, ..c p...H between t h r n uttin . bhdes .nd bein p concentric, with the cutting 

...... ... ^..W adar--^ ^--W i->>tMabln rehtive to the cutting blades, a mdjusofthe 

w..her being si ^^n^r thpin a radius of the cutting blades; and 

,i„,-,.,^ . ^t. hv a nerimetor nirf.re of the washer contactin ^a^ortjonof 
... .... K.....n the ch^^^-i- ---t th. nair of cutting Mades further comprising sensing a 

force of the contact between the perimeter surface of the washer and the portion of the liner 
between the channels with a sensor. 



18. (Original) The method of claim 17. further comprising stopping the 
cutting when the force sensed by the sensor exceeds a force level. 
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19.-21. (Canceled) 

22. (New) The method of claim 17. wherein each cutting blade is a circular blade 
having a cutting edge. 

23. (New) The method of claim 17, wherein the cutting tool includes an arbor 
rotatable about a longitudinal axis ^d at least one cutting blade is fixedly mounted to the 
arbor and adapted to rotate with the arbor about the longitudmal axis. 

24. (New) The method of claim 23, wherein the at least one washer includes an 

inner washer that is fixedly mounted to the arbor, concentric with the cutting blade, and a 
depth luniting washer is mounted concentricallyover the innerwasher and is fieelyrotatable 

relative to the inner washer. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the sensor is disposed between the 
inner washer and the arbor. 

26. (New) The method of claim 17, fiirther comprising providing a lubricant 
disposed between the depth limiting washer and the inner washer. 



